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the fruits of victory. The foremost men were quickly inside
the fort, which was still silent with an invisible enemy. Then
suddenly from the rifle-pits with which its ground was tunnelled
came red flashes, as though the earth were vomiting fire. The
British troops, who had poured into the stockade by hundreds,
and were now crowded together in a dense mass, found them-
selves in a death-trap. Captain Hamilton with his sailors
rushed in to help them, but only made the confusion worse.
Their officers were the first to fall.

' Captain Hamilton,' said the General in his report,' was shot
dead on the top of the parapet while in the act of encouraging
his men to advance, and hi a few minutes almost every officer
of the column was either dead or wounded. Up to this moment
the men, so nobly led by their officers, fought gallantly, and
appeared to have carried the position, when they suddenly gave
way, and fell back from the work to the nearest cover.'

The fact is/the men were panic-stricken, as well they might
have been, by the horrible situation into which they had
blundered. Expecting to walk into a fort t9 receive the
surrender of a shattered remnant of Maoris, after some quick
work with rifle and bayonet, they had walked instead into as
dangerous and deadly an ambuscade as was ever planned by a
crafty foe. Ten of their senior officers were killed and twenty-
five non-commissioned officers and men, while in a few minutes
the wounded numbered nearly a hundred. In the face of such
losses few soldiers would have stood their ground, and one can
hardly blame these troops for retreating pell-mell from their
position.

During the night the enemy, who did not number 200 in all,
slipped away under cover of the darkness in small bands, but
before they left they showed their chivalry by placing a water-
vessel at the side of each wounded Englishman. This water
had been obtained at the peril of his life by an educated Maori
Christian named Taratoa, who had crept through the English
sentries at night to fill a calabash at the river, and who after-
wards tended -one of the wounded Englishmen until he died.